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see the magnitude of that dark iniquity, and the duty and the practicability 
of sweeping it from God's earth. Nor will it do to tell us any longer, that 
this or any other evil, though its age be that of the mountains, and its 
foundations stronger than they, because laid in human passions, cannot be 
rooted up and cast away by that, which, under God who inspires it, is the 
sovereign of the universe, — mind acting by faith and love. 

There is another answer to the last and every objection. It is drawn from 
the promise of God. It is the promise of God. It is the sure word of 
prophecy. It is the seal of him who cannot lie. If not another word had 
been written by the pen of inspiration, if not another light had beamed from 
the thick darkness, and nothing in the past were known, and nothing in the 
future to be seen, for encouragement, one clear and sure prediction were 
enough : — ' They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruning-hooks : nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more.' Nay, if there were no posi- 
tive prophecy, as there are many, yet if the truth and designed prevalence 
of Christianity be admitted, it is an answer to every doubt, a rebuke to every 
sneer. Convince me that war is to be perpetual, and you destroy my faith 
in Christianity. Leave me that faith, and mountains move ; war, slavery, 
intemperance, and all kindred woes, are crushed beneath the conqueror's 
foot. Man is free, m#n is at peace, man lives as the brother of man, and 
the child of God." 

How war changes Men. — " Christian men and women seem to undergo 
an entire change of nature, under the influence of the war-spirit. The for- 
giving become resentful, the gentle are violent, the kind malignant, and the 
peaceful warlike. To-day, they shudder at the thought of killing a man. 
To-morrow, war being declared, they deliberately arm themselves, go out, 
aim the deadly weapon, see a neighbor or brother fall, aim again, and he is 
the best soldier who shoots the most men. This is the avowed principle of war. 
We may not love blood, but the laws of war require it. They leave no 
option. There is no slavery or despotism like theirs. The moment you 
become a soldier, your moral freedom ceases. You are enrolled under a 
new master and a tyrant. You own allegiance to a man who may command 
you to do what Christ and God forbid, and it must be done. You must 
shoot, or be shot. In the late war of the Carlists in Spain, several officers 
were taken prisoners. Their victor, a humane man, despatched a courier to 
the rival commander,offering to exchange these prisoners for several officers 
of his own previously taken. In two days the courier returned, and found 
the general seated with his prisoners at his mess, treating them with all 
kindness and honor. The letter was instantly opened and read thus — ' The 
officers you require, I have already shot.' The general rose from the table, 
threw the letter to his guests, and said : ' gentlemen, I am sorry it is so, but 
there is no alternative. Blood for blood ! Send for the confessor, for you 
have but a few minutes to live.' They were dragged from the table, and 
shot in the court-yard." 

HOME CORRESPONDENCE. 
Our narrow limits have hitherto compelled us to exclude the greater part 
of our correspondence, domestic as well as foreign ; but we are resolved at 
length to let our readers have the benefit of perusing a few specimens of 
what we have been receiving from our friends in this country. 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS OF REV. AARON FOSTER. 

Substitutes for War. — The government which shall originate such 
substitutes for war as will be adopted by Christian nations, must have the 
first place of honor in future history. In the ages of peace, the record of the 
transaction will be the school book of nations, and the act itself, the annual 
rejoicing of the universe, because it will be the most beneficent of human 
revolutions. None can comprehend the influence of a judicious proposal 
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for permanent peace, from, the American to the European governments. 
The proposition once made by our government, if it were only to England, 
success is certain. The debates by the representatives of free nations will 
create an eloquence not surpassed in the history of popular legislation. 
There will enter into these debates, the history of wars, their expense of 
morals, life and treasures, their ruin to nations, their incompetency to settle 
just rights, their condemnation by Christianity, their impolicy, and their 
being superceded by more magnificent enterprises ; and, also, the revolution 
which peace will produce on the armies, taxes, honor, spirit, confidence 
and intercourse of nations. By these debates, the persevering Saxon race 
will learn their true interests, and will not rest till the treaties of nations 
secure a pacific umpire for international differences. Let petitions assure 
the Senate that the people are ready for legislation. 

Encouragement. — New York State will sustain this measure, when it is 
before them. At present, there is little thought or known. How can it be 
otherwise, till agents pass through the towns? Has any benevolent cause 
succeeded without means? Though all give approbation to my object, 
though none oppose it, very little indeed is contributed to aid its operations, 
for various reasons. 

1. Ignorance of the Society's operations, standing and friends. 

2. Want of an affectionate interest in these substitutes of war. 

3. Want of confidence in their success. 

4. Other important objects of benevolence claim attention, and these 
make demands every week, or in intervals of two or three weeks. 

5. At present the public mind is excessively occupied by political ques- 
tions. 

My mind is deeply interested in this agency. I enjoy a large share of 
the divine presence in the work. The voice of encouragement is daily in 
my heart. I have the strongest confidence in its success. My mind is 
wholly in it, and my heart also. I am prepared to sacrifice every thing to 
the cause. Yet I should not think that our country would require such a 
sacrifice from one man. After consultation with many of the most influen- 
tial men of our country, I am the more assured that permanent substitutes 
for war will be secured by the treaties of Christian nations in a few years, 
in the language of Ex-President Adams, " by the prayers and united efforts 
of the friends of the human race." 

All the people, of every name, open their pulpits and seem so well dis- 
posed to the Society, that in my opinion, an eloquent agent would be liber- 
ally patronized. No other Society encounters fewer prejudices, or has more 
of the good wishes of the people, and yet no other receives so small pecuni- 
ary aid. 

Peace Annual. — Mr. F., who has collected the sentiments of our most 
eminent men on the subject of Peace, says of this measure, — "Men of the 
highest distinction familiar in Europe, have advised that these peace senti- 
ments be gathered through Europe, and published in a Peace Annual, with 
fac simile names, and that a part of the edition be brought out in the most 
splendid ornamental volumes, suited for the tables of the nobility and sover- 
eigns. I have proceeded so far in obtaining American sentiments, that I 
can now obtain every man almost in this country. It is not doubted, that 
they may be obtained in France, and to a great extent in England, and 
some other distinguished foreigners. Let this be translated and circulated. 

Testimonies from Europe. — A rich harvest of testimonies from illustri- 
ous Europeans might be gathered, and would do genuine service to the 
cause of peace. Tell Mr. Jefferson to get a good book; such an one as 
will be permanent for the inspection of future ages, and put it into the 
hands of a good lecturer on peace. Men will write their sentiments in this 
book, because it is reserved only for distinguished names ; because it is to be 
laid up as a testimony to future ages, and because the fac similes may be 
exchanged for the same from other nations over the globe. This may be 
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called the social intercourse for peace. This is a mode in which the wise, 
the good and the illustrious, may exchange pacific sentiments, and show to 
each other, hearts in love with peace. The most important testimonies in 
Europe must be obtained soon, or they will be in the dust. The testimo- 
nies of Louis Phillippe, Wellington and Soult, would be more valuable 
than rubies. They would write their testimonies against war with decided 
judgments and strong feelings. When I called on the venerable John 
Quincy Adams, he said, "I am happy to inscribe my testimony for 
peace on this book ; I wish it to be seen by my posterity." I have obtained 
such a book, and in it, are written a great many testimonies of the most 
distinguished men, military, civil and eclesiastical, in America. But the 
policy of America is peace. We know little of war. Europe is the great 
field from which to gather these testimonials. 

" Without national confidence, the armies and taxes of Europe cannot be 
reduced. It is the object of the friends of peace, to inspire this confidence. 
This social intercourse of pacific feelings and opinions, promotes confidence 
between governments." 

Our Publications on Peace. — Dr. Potter of Union College, said, " No 
books in our library are in greater demand by the students, than the volumes 
on Peace. We have not enough to supply the demand. We need more sets, 
and request that they may be furnished. The subject of peace is very pop- 
ular among the young men in college." 

All our literary seminaries should be furnished with the volumes on 
peace. Your unbound tracts and pamphlets are well written, and embody 
most important facts and principles on peace. They should be bound in 
small volumes, adapted for Sunday and public school libraries. They will 
be read by the young. Will not some distinguished men call the attention 
of their committees to these books'! Would not all your publications sell' in 
the bookstores of our cities, occasionally noticed in the papers by such men 
as Dr. Potter,Dr. Stone of Brooklyn, and others 1 Are there no gentlemen of 
means in the cities, who can see that here is an opening to do good most 
extensively at a small expense ? 

On the table of a steamboat between New York, and Albany, I noticed 
two copies of Dymond on War. Within a month, I have passed up and 
down four times. I see those books are read two or three hours every 
evening, and are already much worn. The Bible is there also ; a chapter 
was read by several gentlemen every night. 

Your statistical tracts, such as Worcester's, and the Sketch of War, 
should be bound in volumes of the size of Upham's, and placed on the 
permanent tables of all steamboats, and in the reading rooms of our thor- 
oughfares, hotels, on the Mississippi, the lakes, the St. Lawrence, the Hud- 
son and the ocean. Two small volumes well bound, one thousand copies 
each, would do great service thus distributed. Are there not some gentle- 
men of wealth and peace, who would be glad to afford the means? We 
want some handsome copies placed in the boarding houses at the Springs. 
These testimonies which I have gathered, should be of the number thus 
distributed, in connection with that little tract of testimonies, and some 
others, making a volume as big as Upham's. 

Ecclesiastical Action on Peace. — In a letter dated October 15, at 
Warsaw, New York, Mr. F. says, "The synod of Genessee, which is the 
western synod of New York, at a meeting in Albion last week, favorably 
entertained the objects of the American Peace Society, and unanimously 
passed the following resolutions: 

" While we do not as a synod identify ourselves with any benevolent institution, 
nevertheless, 

Resolved, That international wars have just, honorable substitutes, such as reference 
of difference to a third friendly power, or to a court of peace mutually appointed, and 
that the time has come, when obligations to settle all differences without resort to the 
sword, may safely be made a part of treaties between Christian nations. 

Resolved, That it is expedient to petition the Senate of the United States, to devise 
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and adopt some peaceful mode of settling our differences, to submit the same to the 
nations, asking that permanent peace may be secured by treaty obligations, because it 
is the genius of this age, and especially because it ought to be the spirit and policy of 
Christian nations. 

" Resolved, That the synod of Genesee recommend to its members to furnish all 
suitable aid to any authorised agent of the American Peace Society, to carry out the 
intent of the above resolutions." 

Petition to Rulers. — I would suggest that it might be expedient to 
defer petitions to Congress till another year, the long session when politics 
will be settled. I am quite sure the petitions ought to be addressed to the 
Senate of the United States, as the body to prepare this substitute. They 
have more time, they aie better disposed, they are wiser, and they will do it. 
Besides, they are a part of the treaty making power, have more influence in 
this country, and especially more in Europe, than the House. 

Petitions in any quantities would be sent to the Assembly of New York 
this winter, by the people of the State, if a petition in form should be made 
out at your office, and sent through the State. The petition should be brief, 
asking the Assembly to do as Massachusetts has done, embodying the 
object embraced in the first resolution I have copied above. I have been 
collecting some names to which these petitions may be sent. I shall 
collect more, and will send them soon. People that I have consulted, 
think this should first be done, so as to gain this State before Congress is 
attempted. If so, some good man ought to spend a month at Albany in 
the winter. 

If petitions to the Senate are deferred a year, it ought to be determined, 
and all should act in concert, and a short article to that effect should be in- 
serted in the papers next month. We want concerted action, so as to 
petition heavily. Besides, lectures in New York, next winter, should pre- 
cede action in the New York Legislature. 

Convention Suggested. — It has been suggested that a State Con- 
vention be held in the centre of New York next summer, to devise and re- 
commend ways and means, as well as adopt principles of action, on which all 
may agree. I deem this important, and shall obtain a written recommenda- 
tion of this from some of the first men of the State. Let me say, that New 
York can be won to peace, and my confidence in success daily increases. 

Extracts from a letter of Rev. Ovid Miner, dated at Pen Yan, 
October 8th, 1844. — The box of publications on peace, came duly to hand. 
I have purposely omitted writing to you, till two or three months should 
elapse, and reveal what the providence of God would enable me to do in the 
good cause. 

1 have been privileged to get the subject of peace, briefly, but I hope 
with some distinctness, before the Presbytery of Angelica, a body of minis- 
ters and elders, in Alleghany County, — before the Presbytery of Geneva, of 
which body I am a member : — before the Yates Association of Baptists : — 
before the Genesee Conference, a Methodist body of some two hundred : — 
and before Geneva Synod, one of the largest ecclesiastical bodies in the New 
School Presbyterian Church. By means of exchange with neighboring 
ministers, the cause of peace has been presented also, in several individual 
congregations. 

Uniformly, my brethren have heard me cheerfully, passing such resolu- 
tions as I desired. And very many of the people have evinced a delightful 
preparedness of heart to engage in this blessed enterprise of the Prince of 
peace. I bless the Lord, and am thankful to your Society for putting it in my 
power to aid forward the glorious era, when the nations shall no more learn 
war. 

I have distributed three-fourths of the publications you sent me, — dispers- 
ing them among some two or three hundred Christian ministers, — from 
most of whom, we have the promise or encouragement, that they will 
present the subject of peace before their congregations. I distributed the 
pamphlets gratuitously, — because the objects of the Peace Society to most 
were so new, and to some, so visionary, that I did not think it wise at 
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first to ask for money. I have hoped, however, to make collections in three 
congregations, but have been disappointed. There will be no difficulty, I 
think, in making collections for your Society, hereafter, in those places 
where the cause of peace has been presented. 

But I do not know that my zeal has been "according to knowledge;" — 
let me therefore say, that in bringing up the subject of peace before ecclesi- 
astical bodies, I have taken care to state that it was not the business of your 
Society to settle the questions of the absolute inviolability of human life, or 
the non-resistant views of some of our ultra New England brethren, — but 
simply to engage all hearts and hands, in preventing our own and other 
nations from resorting to arms, by substituting in all disputes a resort to 
peaceful arbitration. 

In preaching, I have generally taken the ground, that all war is sinful ; 
for, as a matter of fact, in modern times at least, there has been no such 
thing, as a strictly defensive war, nor would there be, were either party 
to act fully upon the pacific principle. The duty of all ministers to 
present the subject of peace and war before their people, — and of memorial- 
izing the Senate, — asking them to commence negotiations at once with 
foreign powers, proposing to make it a treaty stipulation, that all disputes 
shall be submitted to arbitrators, — the circulation of facts among the people 
— right instruction of the young — influencing Congress to diminish our 
military appropriations — are topics that have been dwelt upon. 

I rely much upon the influence which friends of peace may certainly 
bring to bear upon the State Legislatures, and on our National Senate. 
We shall be enabled in this and adjoining counties, to forward at least 
twenty very respectably signed ; and could you not send an agent to visit the 
Legislatures of Vermont, Connecticut, Maine, &c, and secure the action 
which has been already had in your General Court? 

It seems to me of very great importance that the friends of peace make a 
strong impression on our rulers immediately, that they be caused to see 
that the people are in earnest in their determination to have no more wars ; 
and through our rulers this impression might be, and ought to be made, on 
the cabinets of Great Britain, France and Russia. Cannot this be done? 

In accordance with the foregoing suggestions, we subjoin a form of 
petition which we would urge the friends of peace in every State to copy, 
procure as many signatures as possible, and then send one to the Senate of 
their State, and another to the Assembly, or House of Representatives, 
deferring, for the present, petitions to the National Executive and Senate. 

Petition to the Legislature of 

The undersigned, electors in deploring the evils of war, believing 

that these evils may be avoided by just and honorable substitutes, and think- 
ing that the time has come when civilized nations may safely agree to settle 
their differences in some pacific way, respectfully pray the Honorable Senate 
and House of Representatives of this State to pass, as the Legislature of 
Massachusetts has already passed, resolutions in accordance with these 
views, and transmit the same to the Executive and Senate of the United 
States, and to the Governors of all the other States. 
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